




View track listings, listen to samples, read reviews, and purchase the CD at: 
www.CDbaby.com/Artist/JonathanPeters

"Painting through Music" features musical compositions that accompany a selection of 12 
paintings from 12 different schools of art (Renaissance through Abstract Expressionism). 
Students listen to the music while viewing the art and reading about the period/movement, the 
painting, and the artist. The music is meant to enhance the viewing experience and captures the 
mood, emotion or story behind the paintings. When possible, the drawing techniques used in the 
paintings are mimicked with the equivalent musical techniques. Kids and adults alike will find 
this a fun and easy way to get a brief overview of art history!

This CD is part of the “Scholastic Music Series”.  



























Activities 

1. Make a timeline using postcard-sized prints of famous paintings. (See the resource 

section below for ideas on where to find inexpensive prints.) Students may choose from 

the following three types of timelines:  

 

a) Make a timeline of a single artist's life (in 5 year intervals) starting with the date of 

their earliest work and track how their style changed or developed over time. (Artist 

suggestions: Picasso, Matisse, Goya, Chagall and Monet.) 

 

b) Choose a particular country and make a timeline for how styles changed in that 

country over time. (Country suggestions: America, Italy, France, Germany, England, 

China and Japan.) 

 

c) Choose a particular subject and track the way this subject was painted over a certain 

period of time. (Subject suggestions: men, women, children, landscapes, still life, 

animals, mothers with children, musicians, and musical instruments.) 

 

2. Hang a map of the world in class and mark the places where each artist was born, 

lived, or where they painted during different periods in their life.  

 

3. Have each student choose one artist and write a biography of their life. 

 

4. Invite students to choose an artist or period and have them attempt to paint in that 

style. 

 

 

Resources  

www.artrenewal.org  

The Art Renewal Center is an on-line museum with tens of thousands of high quality 

images, biographies, articles, scholarship contests, store and more.  

 

www.artcyclopedia.com 

A site with links to museums, image archives, artist sites, books, articles, and multimedia.   

 

www.wga.hu 

The Web Gallery of Art is a virtual museum containing over 24,000 reproductions 

spanning from 1000 to 1850 A.D. Commentaries, artist biographies, guided tours, period 

music, catalogue, and a free e-card service are available. 

 

Many museums have on-line stores where you can buy postcard-sized prints of fine art. 

Other sites that sell inexpensive art prints include: 

www.art.com 

www.artprints.com 

www.allposters.com  

 

Some good reference books include: 

History of Art for Young People by H.W. Janson and Anthony F. Janson. 

Art History for Dummies by Jesse Bryant Wilder, MA, MAT 


